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The Difference Between the Cultures of USA and India
“The variations among cultures are startling, yet all peoples have customs and beliefs about marriage, the bearing and raising of children, sex and hospitality – to mention just a few of the universals anthropologists have discovered in their cross-cultural explorations.” Though the growth and expansion of globalization and modernization has made the world a one global village with many universals, individual nations still have their unique cultures that make them different from one another. The American culture is a composite of different cultures mixed up whereas the culture of India bears its own values that make it unique and different from the American culture.
One of the main difference between the cultures of the United States of America and India is observable in family relations. In this respect, the Indian culture can be said to be family oriented since the Indians give greater prominence to family values than to individual values. Indians are so committed to their family values that they even prefer forsaking their own personal wishes and happiness just for the sake of their families. This implies that the Indian culture places the family interest above any other individual interests that may not be in line with family interests. They respect their families more than any other social institutions and thus commit every effort in strengthening the unity of their families. On the contrary, the American culture gives greater prominence to individual values than to family values. Because of this, the Americans are more committed to themselves and the building of their own individual reputation and are less concerned about their family interests. In the United States of America, it is very difficult to find extended families living under one roof like what is largely the case in India. The American families are growing smaller and smaller as people become even more self-centered with little, if any, interest in their families.
Another significant difference that is evident between the culture of the US and India is that whereas the Americans love mobility, the Indians love stability. A close look at the American culture makes it vivid that the Americans tend to think more about becoming independent individuals in the society who can lead their own lives without depending on the support of other people. the Americans are always seeking a state of self-reliance in virtually everything that they do. This is seen right at early stages of their children. The American parents bring up their children training them to live an independent life future. For this reason, the rights of children to make their own decisions is highly respected as parents have little influence on their children’s decisions. The situation with the Indian culture is totally different. A keen observation of the Indian culture makes it clear that Indians are people who are more concerned with their relationship and dependence on other people. In Indian culture, children are brought up to not only to respect their elders, but also depend on them. In Indian culture, it is the elders who make decisions for their children and challenging such decisions is deemed disrespectful to the elders. The Indian children grow up knowing depending on their parents and knowing that they will take over their parents’ wealth when they die. For this reason, the Indian children are less aggressive when it comes to taking opportunities for self-development like seeking employment. In fact, majority of those employed work in their family companies or business.
The other difference that is very clear between the culture of the US and that of India is on marriages. In Indian culture, most of the marriages are arranged marriages where the groom’s family have the greatest influence on deciding what bride becomes their daughter in law. For this reason, an Indian gentleman may be in love with a certain lady but end up marrying another woman preferred for him by his family. This happens especially in situations where an Indian gentleman falls in love with a lady from a family that is not in good terms with the groom’s family. The lack of good terms between the two families create an automatic rejection of the prospective daughter in-law by the groom’s family. the groom is given time to continue searching and look for a lady from another family. If he fails to get one, his family comes in fully to suggest to him potential groom and agree on the one to whose family a proposal is sent. Indians consider marriages as unions of two people made in heaven and thus divorce and cheating is not a frequent experience. In addition, it is the bride’s family that pays dowry to the groom’s family before marriage. On the contrary, the Americans believe in taking control of the world around them without undue influence from others. For this reason, the American marriages are based on love, not family arrangements. When an American gentleman falls in love with a lady of his choice and decide to make her his wife, his family does not have the power to challenge his choice. If the family has any problems with the bride in question, it is up to them to change and accept her or live their own lives without interfering in the lives of the two love birds. In the American culture, dowry, if any, is paid by the groom to the bride’s family. The Americans consider marriages as unions build on love and reinforced by the statutory law, making divorce cases a common feature in the US.
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, and as it can be seen from the above discussion, there exists many cultural differences between India and USA. The American culture is a composite of different cultures mixed up whereas the culture of India bears its own values that make it unique and different from the American culture. The Indian culture is very much family oriented whereas the American culture is individual oriented, paying more emphasis on individual values than family values. It is also evident that whereas the Americans love mobility and hence actively seek self-reliance and independence, the Indians love stability and thus are more concerned with strengthening their relationship with those they depend on. In addition, the Indian culture features arranged marriages whereas such marriages are not seen in the US. These and other cultural differences are the main reasons behind the huge differences in individual values and the worldview between the American and Indian people.   

